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Pre s e n t a t io n  Hig h lig h t s

• Project Overview
• Investigation Outcome
• Project Details
• Floristic Quality Survey
• Nature Trails Closure Update
• Next Steps
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Pro je c t  Ove rvie w
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Pro je c t  Ove rvie w
AAPS has recently observed two structural defects in the Thurston Pond storm outlet system:

• An 18” storm pipe has a structural failure and collapse, starting approx. 60 ft from the 
pond.  The pipe connects the Thurston pond to the City of Ann Arbor storm water 
system and serves to manage pond water levels 

• The embankment at the outlet control structure has been undermined and detained 
storm water is free flowing under the embankment. 

These defects need to be repaired before school goes back into session on August 30, 2021.

The storm sewer repair will require the pipe to be exposed with an excavation approximately 10’ 
deep and 40’ long.  

In order to effectively and safely make the repair, the pond level will need to be lowered to 
minimize the presence of water during the repair.
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I nve s t ig a t io n  Re p o rt  Re s u lt s :

• Upon arrival, lit t le  to  no w ate r w as  flow ing  through Catc h Bas in # 1 ne ar the  s ink hole

• Wate r w as  flow ing  s te ady a t  the  oppos it e  e nd  of the  p ipe  a t  Catc h Bas in # 2

• A vide o ins pe c t ion w as  done , s t art ing  from  Catc h Bas in # 1

• 67' of p ipe  w as  ins pe c te d  be fore  the  w ate r le ve l had  ris e n to  10 0 % and  the  c am e ra  c ould  not  

c ont inue

• A vide o ins pe c t ion w as  the n c onduc te d  from  Catc h Bas in # 2 .

• 114’ of p ipe  w as  ins pe c te d  be fore  the  w ate r le ve l had  ris e n to  10 0 % and  the  c am e ra  c ould  not  

c ont inue .

• A dye  t e s t  w as  c onduc te d  to  s e e  if the  dye  w ould  find  it s  w ay from  Catc h Bas in # 1 to  Catc h 

Bas in # 2

• The  dye  d id  not  appe ar dow ns t re am  at  Catc h Bas in # 2 , ind ic at ing  that  the  p ipe  has  c ollaps e d  

or an offs e t  has  oc c urre d  c aus ing  the  w ate r to  infilt ra te  s om e w he re  be tw e e n thos e  2  point s

I nve s t ig a t io n  Ou t c o m e



I nve s t ig a t io n  Ou t c o m e
W a t e r Le ve l a t  10 0 % a t  6 7' Flo w  Le ve ls  a t  Do w ns t re a m  End Do w ns t re a m  End  o f Pip e

Sa nd  a nd  Gra ve l De b ris  in  Pip e  
o n  Do w ns t re a m  Sid e W a t e r Le ve l a t  10 0 % a t  114 '
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Pro je c t  De t a ils

Thurs t o n  Po nd  
St o rm  Cle a ring  

Ae ria l Vie w

An n  Arb o r Pu b lic  Sc h o o ls | Thurston Pond Update 7/27/21



Pro je c t  De t a ils  Co n t .

Thurs t o n  Po nd  
St o rm  Re p a ir Pla n

Ae ria l Vie w
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Flo ris t ic  Qua lit y Su rve y
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Pla n t  Pro t e c t io n  La w s
State of Michigan

• NREPA- NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 
(EXCERPT) Act 451 of 1994 

US Federal Law:

• ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT of 1973

• LACEY ACT, 1990

“A person shall not take, possess, transport, import, export, process, sell, 
offer for sale, buy, or offer to buy, and a common or contract carrier 
shall not transport or receive for shipment, any species of fish, plants, or 
wildlife appearing on the list”

Designed to protect critically imperiled species from extinction as a 
"consequence of economic growth and development untempered by 
adequate concern and conservation.”

It is unlawful to import, export, sell, acquire, or purchase fish, wildlife or 
plants that are taken, possessed, transported, or sold: 1) in violation of 
U.S. or Indian law, or 2) in interstate or foreign commerce involving any 
fish, wildlife, or plants taken possessed or sold in violation of State or 
foreign law.



Na t u re  Tra ils  Clo s u re  Up d a t e
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Ne xt  S t e p s

Thurston Pond Temporary Water Draining Begins7/2 1/2 1

Te n t a t ive  Co ns t ruc t io n  Sc he d u le
(Subject to Change – based on weather and other factors)

Thurs ton Nature  Ce nte r Com m it te e  Update  Me e t ing7/2 7/2 1

Cont rac tor Se le c te d  for Work7/2 3 /2 1

Nature  Paths  Close d  for Storm w ate r Re pairs8 /2 /2 1

Cont rac tor Work Be gins  - Sit e  Cle aring /Stag ing8 /2 /2 1

Cont rac tor Work Com ple te8 /2 7/2 1

Site  Re s torat ion (Follow ing  Com ple t ion of Re pair)Se p t /Oc t
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**AAPS will provide regular weekly updates throughout the project**  



Que s t io ns ?
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